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 J.M. Roberts sets a great stage for the big sweeping moves of history and helps you understand how environment, pre-history and culture all helped to shape the actions of whole peoples. (An excellent companion read to this book is Eric Wolfe's Europe and the People Without History, which gets away from Robert's Eurocentrism.) 
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War in European History is more than a brilliantly written survey of the changing ways that war has been waged in Europe throughout history: it is a Shakespearian drama, a tragic play in seven acts that conforms to the rules of the three unities of time, place and action. This drama has a beginning and an end. 
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